PREFACE TO VOL. Il

Following is a synopsis of the documents contained
in the present volume:

XIII. Biard writes from Amiens (May 26, 1614)
to the general of the order, reporting the planting of
St. Sauveur mission, the attack by Argall, the cap-
tivity of the Jesuit missionaries, and their safe return
to France.

XIV. Biard’s Relation of 1616 opens with an his-
torical sketch of French discoveries in New France.
The climate of the country, its forests, and its in-
habitants, are described ; the writer discourses on the
mode of life among the savages, their dwellings,
tribal organization, polity, women, marriage, medi-
cine, practices of witchcraft, burials, etc. As a basis
for missionary work, he advocates the establishment
of a colony which shall be properly supported in
France, and to this end appeals to the sympathies of
Catholics at home. Much space is devoted to answer-
ing the attacks on the Jesuit missions of New France,
made by an anonymous pamphleteer, who has been
supposed to be Lescarbot himself. Continuing with a
report of his own movements, Biard describes the voy-
age made by himself and Biencourt as far as the Ken-
nebec River, and the privations and hardships of the
colony during the ensuing winter (1611-12). Heagain
recounts the manner in which Mme. de Guercheville



